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scaled Knockboy, Cork’s highest point.
Next up, Dillon successfully climbed all of the highest

points in Munster, then decided to keep going.
“Dillon really enjoyed getting to the end of the chal-

lenge,” said Pat.
“Most of the hikes were really memorable in their

own way. We saw some amazing views, especially on
the timber boardwalk in Fermanagh. It’s outstanding to
look back at our pictures and remember where we
were.”

Dillon and Pat completed the challenge by setting out
on weekend or during holiday periods.

Amazingly, they also found time to fundraise for local
causes. The pair raised a grand total of €3,340 for the
Cloyne Diocesan Youth Services in Mallow, and the Kil-
dorrery Karate Club.

Pat said he was delighted to be able to do something
so adventurous with his son and said he would encour-
age other parents to get their own children acquainted
with the great outdoors.

A NINE-year-old hiker from Cork has been
named one of the country’s top adventurers.

Dillon Lynch from Kildorrery, which is just outside
Mitchelstown, was a joint winner of the youth category
at last night’s prestigious Outsider of the Year Awards.

The glittering awards ceremony, organised by adven-
turing magazine Outsider, took place in Dublin last
night.

Dillon nabbed the prize for his notable achievements
in hiking and was among 16 people who were honoured
in different categories.

Last year, Dillon became the youngest person to ever
to complete the 32 County High Point Challenge which
saw Dillon and his dad, Pat O’Brien, scale the highest
peak in each county.

The boy completed the challenge over the course of 14
months, though admits he started the challenge by acci-
dent.

It all started in June 2015 when Dillon, supported by
his dad Pat, his mother Gillian and his sister Rachel,

■ Kelly O’Brien

Life is one big
adventure for Dillon

HIGH POINT: Dillon Lynch, aged nine, at the summit of Brandon Hill, the highest point in County Kilkenny, during his challenge
to climb all the highest points in Ireland’s 32 counties.

National weather outlook

Atlantic situation

Evening EchoWeather Forecast

➧Evening Echo Holiday Hot Spots

Bantry

Cork

Dungarvan

MallowLimerick

Tralee

Killarney

Bantry

Killarney

Mallowk

Concert Orchestra to
perform at City Hall
CITY HALL Cork will be visited by some of
Russia’s most famous orchestral works later
this month when the Cork Concert Orchestra
opens its 2017 series of concerts under inter-
nationally renowned guest conductor Dumitru
Goia.

With Shostakovich Symphony No. 5 as its
centrepiece, the concert, on Sunday February
26, will immerse listeners in Russian music,
with works by Tchaikovsky and Glazunov com-
pleting the programme. The 70+ strong full or-
chestra formed just over two years ago. This
concert continues the orchestra’s aim to bring
world-renowned conductors to Cork.

Since its formation, the Cork Concert Or-
chestras has been busy presenting challenging
and high-quality programmes, while also help-
ing raise almost €55,000 for local causes and
charities. This concert will also see the Irish
debut of Violin soloist Diana Jipa. Diana made
her concert debut at the age of 10 and has since
performed throughout Europe.

Tickets cost €15 downstairs and €25 balcony
and are available on-line at www.eventbrite.ie.

Diana Jipa: Who will make her Cork debut on Sunday, February 26.


